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ence of 1887 — discussions in the reviews as well as in conferences of 
various kinds; and two facts stand out clearly in his pages. The first 
is that it was statesmen in the oversea dominions in these sixty-five 
years who originated most of the proposals for closer political union; 
and the second is that neither the concession of responsible government 
to the colonies by Great Britain, nor after 1859 the adoption of protec- 
tionist tariffs by Canadian and Australian colonies, weakened in the 
least the desire of the oversea possessions for closer political relations 
with Great Britain. This desire for closer political union was con- 
trary to the long accepted conviction in England that with responsible 
government the colonies would become independent; contrary also to 
the conviction of statesmen of the Manchester school that the adoption 
of protectionist policies by the Dominion of Canada and by Victoria 
must inevitably weaken the tie between the oversea dominions and 
Great Britain. In a reissue of the book Mr. Burt would add to its 
value for students of the constitutional history of the empire, by indi- 
cating the popular reception that was accorded some of the more impor- 
tant proposals for closer political union that he describes. This would 
involve considerable research in the files of the British and colonial 
newspapers of the period from 1822 to 1847, but the results would add 
much to the usefulness of what is now an extremely timely book. 

E. P. 

A Manual of the Federal Trade Commission. By Richard S. 
Harvey and Ernest W. Bradford. (Washington, D. C. : 
John Byrne and Company. 1916. Pp. 457.) 

It may safely be predicted that the Federal Trade Commission Stat- 
ute of September 26, 1914, will be one of the most important of recent 
congressional acts. There has of course been as yet little opportunity 
for its interpretation by the courts, or for the utilization by the com- 
mission which is established of its inquisitorial and regulative powers. 
There is needed, however, such a volume as the one under review in 
which is traced the legal conditions which led to, and which will largely 
condition the operation of, the act. This work the authors have done 
excellently; and, in addition, they have analyzed with care and judg- 
ment the act itself, and brought its provisions into relation to the Sher- 
man anti-trust act and the Clayton act. The bearing of these import- 
ant statutes, considered as parts of a general legislative policy, is dis- 
cussed in connection with competition in trade, monopolies and combin- 
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ations to prevent competition, banking, patents, and copyrights, unfair 
trading in relation to trade marks and trade names, and unfair methods 
as seen in abuses of corporate control. Practice and procedure before 
the Federal Trade Commission receive treatment, includiug suits for 
injunctions, contempt proceedings, actions for damages, criminal prose- 
cutions, and immunity of witnesses. A special chapter is also devoted 
to the history and application of the provisions of the Clayton law re- 
lating to labor and labor unions. In a series of appendices there is 
given the text of the Trade Commission, Clayton, and Sherman laws, 
and other related statutes, and a memorandum, revised to October 15, 
1915, of the cases instituted by the United States under the anti-trust 
laws. The volume, as a whole, thus furnishes a most convenient man- 
ual which should be of use not only to practicing lawyers but to aca- 
demic students of the general problem of the federal regulation of trade 
and commerce in this country. 

The American City. By Henry C. Wright, First Deputy Com- 
missioner, Department of Public Charities, New York City. 
(Chicago: A. C. McClurg and Co. 1916. Pp. 178.) 

This little volume is the first of the National Social Science Series 
edited by Frank L. McVey, Ph.D., LL.D., President of the University 
of North Dakota. Eight other books of this series are now ready and 
nine are in preparation. 

This book is intended for the "general reader rather than the stu- 
dent." The first chapter, which deals with the location and purpose of 
cities, is very elementary. The second chapter, entitled "Govern- 
ment," describes the powers of cities, gives a bird's eye view of the 
governments of New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, St. Louis, and Bos- 
ton, but devotes only four pages to commission and commission-man- 
ager governed cities. On page 29 the author states that Boston changed 
from a bicameral council of eighty-eight members to a single chambered 
body of nine members in 1901. The correct date of the change is 
1909. Chapter III, "Finances of Cities," describes the various kinds 
of city taxes and how their expenditure is safeguarded. Some signifi- 
cant figures are given in this chapter, e.g., "that the amount of per- 
sonal property taxes in New York City decreased from $419,679,395 in 
1897, the year of consolidation, to $325,421,330 in 1913." Incidentally 
the author says, "The federal government can impose any kind of 
uniform tax necessary for the purpose of government. In times of 



